GLITZ AND GLITTER

TECH vs TRUMP

INSIDE

Boom time for costumers
as a city and thousands
of visitors dress up

Silicon Valley’s tech giants
are broadcasting their
liberal values

TV and lifestyle
supplements to
see you through
the week

Page 7

February 19, 2017

centre pages

Established 1945

€1.60
www.cyprus-mail.com

COFFEESHOP: THE BLOODLESS BATTLE FOR THE MORAL HIGH GROUND
INSIDE
Cyprus
Anastasiades
concedes
Enosis vote a
bad idea

2

Cyprus
Two Paphos
museums
closed during
Pafos2017

6

World
Wilders says
to crack
down on
‘Moroccan
scum’

8

Lifestyle
The man at
the centre of
‘fake news’

18

Sport
Minnows
Lincoln clinch
FA Cup glory
by stunning
PL side
Burnley

back

PAGE 15

An open wound
in capital’s heart
‘There are going
to be serious
questions if it’s
not ﬁnished by
the end of the
year’ oﬃcial says
By Angelos Anastasiou

E

UROPEAN
Union funding for the
Eleftheria
Square
do-over is at serious
risk of being lost if the ambitious project is not ﬁnished by the end of the year,
the Directorate-general for
European
Programmes’
Charis Soteriou has told the
Sunday Mail.
Soteriou,
the
government’s designated contact
point for EU structural
funds funnelled to Cyprus
for cohesion policy – under
which the application for
Eleftheria Square was ﬁled
and approved for EU funding – said that the project
was approved for funding of
85 per cent of its total cost
from European structural
funds in the previous programme, which ran from
2007 to 2013.
Eligibility for these funds
ran until the end of 2015,
at which point the Nicosia
municipality was able to
get the project carried over
to the new programme –
2014-2020 – except this time
a condition was attached
stipulating that the project
was eligible until the end of
2017.

“We got it included in the
new programme, but there
are going to be serious
questions if it’s not ﬁnished
by the end of the year,” Soteriou said.
EU funding for work done
so far has been claimed, and
received, but the answer to
who will be stuck with the
bill if the end-of-2017 deadline is missed is a pretty
straight-forward one.
“How it works is, you pay
the contractors in full per
the agreement and then
you go back and claim what
you are entitled to from the
EU funds,” the Cypriot ofﬁcial said, adding that the
funding programme covers
budget overﬂows, too.
The entire project, comprising the construction of
the square and a bridge, as
well as a two-level underground parking area, was
originally estimated to cost
€23 million.
To address huge delays
and the rocky coordination
between the contractor and
the architects who designed
and oversaw it, the Nicosia municipality decided in
2014 to break up the project
into two smaller ones, with
the square and the bridge in
one, and the parking space
in the other, awarding the
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March 31 is the latest ofﬁcial deadline for completion of Eleftheria Square in Nicosia. It will be
missed, yet again. Work started in February 2012
(Christos Theodorides)

Truckers agree to 30-day adjustment period
By Evie Andreou
LORRY drivers on Saturday agreed to
give a 30-day adjustment period to the
Limassol port’s container terminal operators, Eurogate, to introduce measures
to help resolve problems while a committee has been set up to monitor daily
progress, deputy government Spokesman Victoras Papadopoulos said.
Agreeing to the proposals, lorry drivers said they would get back to work on
Sunday.
Following the meetings President Nicos
Anastasiades held in Limassol over the
problems at the port, which led to the
refusal for days of lorry drivers to pick
up goods in protest over delays during
loading and unloading, stakeholders

expressed their satisfaction for the decisions taken.
Asked by members of the press whether
a solution had been reached, the president said “I believe yes”.
During the ﬁrst meeting, Papadopoulos
said, which was attended by Transport Minister Marios Demetriades, the
permanent secretary of the transport
ministry, board members of the Cyprus
Ports Authority, the deputy port master,
delegations of the port workers and customs clearers associations, and Eurogate, decisions were taken on a number
of measures to address problems faced
at the port.
Lorry drivers and other professional
groups have been complaining since the
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